May 17, 2017
TO:

Governor Dayton and MN Legislative Leaders

As early learning advocates and practitioners, we are writing in support of early learning scholarships to
expand opportunities for Minnesota’s youngest learners, and, in particular, those from low-income families.
As providers, parents, and advocates, we are well-aware of the fact that Minnesota has some of the widest
achievement gaps in the country. We know, too, that research consistently shows that the earlier we reach
children with high-quality early learning programming, the more likely they are to excel in school and beyond.
To maximize the impact of state investments, and help close Minnesota’s nation-trailing achievement and
opportunity gaps, we support early learning scholarships because they fulfill three critical principles:
Early learning scholarships are need-conscious. As we expand access to early learning
opportunities, we must first target funding to families who need it most: Minnesota families living in or
near poverty.
Early learning scholarships direct money to high-quality programs. State investments should
support proven, successful programs that we know use best practices and meet learners’ diverse
needs.
Early learning scholarships allow families to choose the best program. Parents should have the
power to make the best choice for their children, whether that’s attending in-home, center-based, or
school-based programs, taking into account the families’ work schedule, lifestyle, cultural, and
linguistic considerations.
The state’s early learning scholarship model, which has had bipartisan support for years, is nationally
celebrated and built on proven research in both best practices and targeting resources to low-income
families and at-risk children, assuring that children from low-income families are first in line for high-quality
programming.
Across the state, an estimated 40,000 low-income children are still waiting in line. As you work together to
reach an agreement this session, we ask for you to invest in early learning scholarships, which are
reasonable, logical, compassionate, and fiscally responsible.
Thank you for working to ensure that new investments in early learning advance equity, prioritize quality, and
honor parent choice. We look forward to working with you on behalf of Minnesota children.
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